


























Four GE locomotives stand by while the crew attaches the front portion of train Z-WSPLACY. It will be on its way to L.A. at 4:55 p.m.

less-than-truckload carriers. Logistics Park from San Bernardino at 11:10 a.m., Z-ALT At the Paci ¢ Rail desk, Geraldine Davis
Chicago, west of Joliet on the former SantaWSP8 from Fort Worth at 12:58 p.m., and assigns incoming trailers to their spots on
Fe to L.A., is 100 percent international con-Z-DENCHI9 from Denver at 1:17 p.m. In  Z-WSPLACY7, the next train out. She started
tainers, even for trains to the Paci ¢ North- the midst of all this, Z-NYCLAC?7 slipped railroading for the Burlington Route in

west, which rst run west to Galesburg, Ill., out of town ahead of its 11 oclock schedulel 969, making her the senior person at Wil-
then turn north. e business mix at Chica- and the North Bay train le on time at low Springs in terms of experience. On the
go's Corwith Yard is 80 percent domestic, 200on. Two hours, 10 minutes later, train Z- table between Davis and Kelly, Taylor lays
percent international. Crews for all three  WSPALT9, with a long string of double-  out the a ernoon's snacks: grapes, popcorn,
terminals go on duty at Corwith. Finally,  stacks from Corwith, highballs for Fort popsicles, and ice cream cakes. “When |
Cicero, located on former Burlington Worth, 5 minutes to the good. worked at Corwith with Leatrice,” Shively
Northern trackage, handles both expedited  You peer out the window at 3 p.m. Wil- says, “it was crazy. Shed bring us hamburg-
trailers and domestic double-stack tra ¢ for low Springs is going full tilt: Train Z-WSP- ers for breakfast” e pile of food diminish-
Minneapolis-St. Paul and the Paci ¢ North- SBD8 for San Bernardino (due out at 10  es steadily as the a ernoon ticks by.

west. is includes UPS business, which is  p.m.) waits to load on track 1700 with cars  Your time at Willow Springs is drawing

trucked over from the CACH. that turned from Z-ALTWSP8. e Z-CHI-  to a close. You go trackside with Taylor, to
DENG9 for Denver (7:30 p.m.) waits on the west end. Z-WSPLACT7’s power from
AFTERNOON tracks 1701-1711 with equipment from  Corwith waits clear of CP 176 for a signal

Well, so much for Plan A. You go back Z-DENCHI9. Z-WSPALTS for Fort Worth  to back up. A Mi-Jack moves to and fro, like
upstairs to discover that the deck had to bg6:30 p.m.) is on 1702-1712 with the cars a mother hen. (Quiz: What do Mi-Jack
reshu ed. e yard switcher (a remote- that came in on Z-SBDWSP9 from San-Bercranes lack? Answer: Brakes. eyre so
control assignment with two leased EMD nardino. Z-WSPLAC7 for Los Angeles (5 top-heavy that a sudden stop could topple
GP38-2s and a former BN GP25) couldnt p.m.), almost all UPS loads today, occupiesthem.) At 4:24 p.m. the last container is
get a signal to clear the Phoenix cars o 1703-1713 with empties o a storage track. plopped onto the train, a blue ag derail
tracks 1703-1713, owing to congestion easfnd Z-CHIPHX?7 for Phoenix (8:45 p.m.) is comes down, and the locomotives, four of
of Willow Springs. at meant Z-LAC- on 1704-1714 with the inbound cars from GE’s nest, back against the train. It slips
WSP9 needed a new berth, and this a ectedtNBYWSP9, which showed up a few min-away a few minutes shy of 5 oclock.
where and how outbound Z-WSPNBY7 to utes ago. It's the last eastbound arrival until 8 Today, the yard met all of its customer
North Bay would be assembled. But Shivelfonight. (Well, not quite. An oddball “repo- commitments. Tomorrow will be an even
drew up a new plan and so far, so good. sition” train is coming in from Denver, car bigger challenge as the weekly business cy-

e inbound arrivals have been relent-  rying empty trailers for UPS, Hunt, and LTLcle reaches its peak. Do you care to guess
less: the LA9 at 8:58 a.m., Norfolk South- truckers. When it shows up, there will be  whether the men and women of Willow
erns 21E (Mail 9) at 10:50, Z-SBDWSP9 nowhere to stow it but storage track 1602.) Springs are up to it? 2

www.TrainsMag.com 55



